Together Everyone Achieves More

Years ago, Sports Illustrated released its top ten list of All American High School football teams.  To the surprise of many, the number one team was Valdosta High School.  Sports Illustrated sent out a reporter and photographers to interview the coach and the players.  When they arrived, they found the coach on the field with the team running plays and practicing drills.  To the amazement of the reporter, the coach had the team practicing basic skills: running, carrying the ball, passing and catching the ball, blocking and tackling.  The reporter thought it strange that a football team with such a reputation would be doing this.  He said to the coach, “You must not have a lot of talent on this team to be running such fundamental plays.”  The coach responded, “Oh, we’ve got plenty of talent.  My problem is getting them to play together as a team. When we stick to the fundamentals, then we can play as a team.”

The church is also a team.  Each one of us has a gift or talent that we can use to build the Kingdom of God.  Each one of us has a place to serve and offer ourselves to the glory of God.  Each one of us has a significant contribution to make to the life and health of the church.   However, we are a team and we need to play together.  To play as a team, we work on the fundamentals to prepare for the tasks which lie ahead of us.  

During my years at seminary I learned a new meaning to the word “TEAM”.  Using each letter, we can define it as 

			Together
			Everyone
			Achieves 
			More

We need everyone to be a team player.  No one person, or even one group can do what needs doing.  As you are called on and as opportunities for service arise, I hope you’ll join in as a team player.  If you do, you will help us to achieve much more than we could ask, think or imagine.

[bookmark: _GoBack]See you in the “Team Playing” place Sunday.

